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7.3-7.6 (3H, complex); 8.00 (1H, dd, J = 8 and 1.5 Hz); 8.10 (1H, dd, J = 9

and 1.5 Hz); 9.84 (1 H, s); 11.64 (1H, s).
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2,3-Dichloro-5,6-dicyanobenzoquinone (DDQ) has been widely used in

dehydrogenation experiments. The oxidation of the resulting 2,3-dichloro-
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5,6-dicyanohydroquinone (DDQH,) has been descrivedl’? and is most
conveniently carried out as described below., This new procedure uses

dilute nitric acid and foaming is not a problem.

EXPERITMENTAL SECTION

To a cold and stirred suspension of 186 g of DDQH, (which was obtained
by combining the DDQH2 recovered from many different reactions involving
DDQ) in 370 ml of water was added dropwise during 10-15 min 370 ml of
concentrated nitric acid while the temperature was being maintained at 20—
25%, After 30 min stirring at 20-25°, the solid was collected and washed
well with water and a little pentane. There was obtained 163.5 g (88%) of
DDQ, mp. 210-212°, suitable for further reactions.
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